Czech Republic

Loners 
FEATURE FILM SYNOPSIS

When reading the synopsis it is important to have in mind that Loners is the kind of film whose beauty is not in the idea of the story itself, but in the witty writing in Jarmush style.  Through parallel storytelling seemingly independent events we are revealing unexpected twists and interconnections of the characters.

Is true love still a possibility? Do we still know how to share love? Do we still have a chance? Or is the today's world too bizarre and our paths too zig-zag for us to try to be loving couples? And if no, what are the alternatives?

In our story there are seven Prague-based characters, all in their mid twenties (ROBERT, HANA, JACOB, VESNA, PETER, LENKA, ONDREJ). They reflect our own chaotic lives and the mess in our heads. They all want to make their lives easier and it turns out to be hard. Almost all of them attempt to enter and sustain "serious" relationships, which in turn take form of clashes and lead to disappointment, lead back to loneliness.

Loneliness does not equal the emptiness of soul though. It is seen as a new quality. Relationships start to be empty but loneliness is not...

LONERS is not a philosophical story but rather a kaleidoscope of bizarre scenes, witty lines and absurd situations. It captures the nineties in a very down-to-earth way. 

CHARACTERS

The main characters are as colourful as are their stories: Somewhat cynical ROBERT, who works for a travel agency and organizes (directs) "ordinary" Czech families whose everyday life serves as an attraction for Japanese tourists. He also works as a matchmaker of a sort and occasionally puts together some of his friends. But he does not attempt a serious relationship himself. He suffers from hypersexuality but at the same time flirts with the idea of Buddhism, liberation of soul etc. After his mother dies he has a revelation and refuses to sleep with a woman for the first time in his life.

Miki Křen is starring in this role.

HANA (Jitka Schneiderová, “The Queen of the Lake”) would under normal circumstances fit into "normal" life but here she embarks on weird relationships. She split with PETER (Saša Rašilov, “The Order”), an independent radio announcer who sends her "messages" by playing the sounds recorded when they still lived together (coughing, bitching of Hana's mother, etc.) and she is being followed by crazy Ondrej, whose crush on her is bordering madness. Eventually she meets Jacob.

JACOB is a very positive, nice clever guy. He likes her too, wants to be with her. To be so constructive in this gloomy world JACOB uses tons of weed which "helps his long-term memory but destroys his short-term one. This is how he forgets he has already got a girlfriend (she is just staying in Germany for a month) He tries to apologize to Hana but this simply cannot be explained. Hana cannot believe her ears. Disappointed she runs to her parents only to find some twenty Japanese tourists watching her parents eating their dinner. Jacob quits smoking dope, throws a joint away but picks it up again to finish it... We have chosen Jiří Macháček (“Return of the Idiot”, “Dead Beetle”), well-known as Doc Vinnetou, speaker of non conform Radio Lemonade Joe.

VESNA, a Macedonian girl, somewhat indifferently passing through Prague just like through many other cities and countries before. She would not feel at home anywhere. Her tick is she washes her hair about twenty times a day. Saves money to fly to Trinidad and Tobago where she hopes to meet the UFOs to tell her what to do...

We found Labina Mitevska to star in this role. She is considered to be an European talent after the world success and Oscar nomination of the “Before the Rain” (dir. Milcho Manchevski) and also starring in Michael Winterbottom’s movies (“Welcome in Sarajevo”, “I want you”).

ONDREJ (Ivan Trojan) is a respected brain surgeon, married, two kids but desperately addicted to Hana, especially at times when she breaks up with somebody, just like with Peter at the beginning of the story. While no character in the story offers anything to the others, Ondrej is willing to take any sacrifice for Hana. He is always ready to make a fool of himself, to leave his family... It does not take a long time for Hana to realize that ONDREJ's addiction can be really dangerous for her...

LENKA (Dana Sedláková), Ondrej's wife, works in the travel agency with Robert. Witnessing her husband’s weirdness she did not know of before pushes her on in a spiritual way. It is her who at the end actually flies to Trinidad and Tobago while Vesna gets stuck as a bartender in Prague.

Director: David Ondricek

Duration: 104 min.
