Hungary
Little Vilma – The Last Diary

Little Vilma is the last piece of the „Diaries” made by Marta Meszaros, but it stands first by chronology. When all her famous half-autobiographical films – “Diary for My Children” (1982), “Diary for my Loves” (1987) and “Diary for my Father and Mother” (1990) – speak about later periods of her life, “Little Vilma” tells us the horrifying, but somehow interesting story of the heroine`s childhood.

The plot mainly happens in the idyllic Kyrgyz landscape, where Vilma`s father, and his family arrives to find the promised communist heaven and to help the soviet nation. But real life in the `30s in the USSR is far from heaven, and the father, the idealist sculptor Laszlo Meszaros soon fells victim to Stalinist repression. Vilma and her mother are left alone in a foreign country, and their situation just gets worse after Hitler attacks the Soviet Union, and they become enemies officially. The only thing that can help is love, thanks to which stubborn Vilma is able to stay herself and eventually get home.

In the film Vilma`s role was played by the director’s granddaughter, Cleo Ladanyi, and the movie was shot bye her son, Nyika Jancso.         
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